
Session 6: 
Explanation of the First & Second Resurrection and when they occur (Chapter 20)
 

Objective:  Define what the First and Second Resurrection is and pinpoint when they 
happen.  
 

Question: What is the First and Second Resurrection and when do they occur?
 
Explanation:  Daniel 12:2 / ESV, "Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." 
Everyone will experience a resurrection, but not everyone will share the same 
destination and outcome of that resurrection.   Thus, the first resurrection refers to 
believers, and the second resurrection refers to unbelievers. 
 

First Resurrection: 
+ Jesus, the first fruits of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20.)
+ Jerusalem saints (Matthew 27:52-53.)
+ Believers Dead in Christ ( at the Lord's return / 1 Thessalonians 4:16)
+ Believers killed during the tribulation (Revelation 20:4-6, "Then I saw thrones, and 
seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw 
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word 
of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received 
its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for 
a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 
were ended. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in 
the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.")  
 

Second Resurrection: 
+ All unbelievers of every age raised for their sentencing at the Great White Throne 
(Revelation 20:12-13 ESV, "And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of 
life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they 
had done. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up 
the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done.”)
 

 



Expectation: The first resurrection is a great joy for those who know Christ. However, 
the second resurrection will be a time great sorrow. Therefore, we should have a holy 
motivation to share the Gospel so that all can live in the reality of God's eternal 
promises.  

Recommended Discussion:

Once again, please center your discussion around the “Expectation” section of our 
lesson.  


