
Session 5
Explanation of the mystery of Babylon the great (person & city) Chapter 17
 

Objective:  We will seek to explain the meaning of chapter 17's mention of "The 
Mystery of Babylon the Great."  
 

 Question: What does Revelation 17 mention of "The Mystery of Babylon the Great" 
mean?
 
Explanation:  Revelation 17:5, And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: 
"Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations."
 

Babylon in this context does not refer to a geographical location such as 
Nebuchadnezzar's Babylon or the rebuilt city of Babylon in the end times.   Instead, 
chapter 17 refers to an evil religious system that will dominate the world during the 
tribulation.   
 

Babylon: In Scripture, Babylon's location has become synonymous with rebellion and 
opposition toward God, going as far back as the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. 
Thus, Babylon is a symbol of all defiance and resistance to God.  
 

The Great: refers to the unprecedented reach of evil influence the enemy will have 
during the tribulation. 
 
Mother of Harlots:  Babylon's evil system will be the source of all inaccurate, fake, 
false, fallacious, and blasphemous worship. (Harlotry in Scripture symbolizes gross 
idolatry and often served as a metaphor for false religion, spiritual defection, apostasy.)
 

Expectation:  God has created us to be worshipers. We will inevitably worship 
someone or something. In the end times, people will turn to the antichrist under the 
false guise of deliverance and protection from the world's chaos. Driving this decent will 
be "Babylon the Great," the false religious system of the antichrist. With this in mind, let 
us seek to worship the Lord in authenticity and accuracy as taught in John 4:24, "God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth."

Recommend discussion: 

Please review the “Expectation” section of the notes and discuss


