
 
 

Welcome back to another round of Small Groups at Crossroads. Over the next 
several weeks, we will attempt to answer questions presented by group members 
concerning the Book of Revelation.    

Objective for session 1:  We provide an introduction to the new series and will seek to 
explain Revelation's reference to the "Woman and Dragon" in chapter 12.
 

Question: Who is the Woman and Dragon in Chapter 12 of Revelation?  (We will focus 
on the Woman in this session primarily and the Dragon in the next session.) 
 

Unpacking The Answer:  Revelation 12:1-2,5-6; And a great sign appeared in heaven: 
a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown 
of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of 
giving birth. 5 She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod 
of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his throne. 6 and the woman fled into 
the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished 
for 1,260 days."
 

The Woman:

Explanation: There are four symbolic women mentioned in Revelation. The first 
reference is to an actual woman, Jezebel, a false teacher and representative of gross 
paganism (Revelation 2:20.) Another woman is the "harlot" of Revelation 17:1-7. She 
symbolizes the apostate church. The fourth woman listed in Revelation 19:7-8 
represents the authentic and genuine church. That leaves the second woman for our 
discussion here in chapter 12. Based on the context and Old Testament Scriptures, the 
woman of chapter 12 is a vision of Israel. 
 

Seven Supporting Facts:

1. The Old Testament presents Israel as a woman and the unfaithful wife of the Lord in 
Jeremiah 3:1,20; Ezekiel 16:32-35; Hosea 2:2. 
 
2. The Old Testament presents Israel as a woman whom God ultimately restores (Isaiah 
50:1.) Also, Revelation 11:19 references the ark of the covenant, which provides further 
evidence for distinguishing the woman as a vision of Israel. 
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3. The woman's dress attire in John's vision (clothed with the sun, Revelation 12:1-2) 
reflects Israel's redemption and novel glory because of her exalted status as God's 
chosen people and nation (Deuteronomy 7:6; 14:2; 1 Kings 3:8; Psalm 33:12; 106:5; 
Isaiah 43:20.) Also, her crown of twelve stars refers to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

4. The woman's position in John's vision (the moon under her feet, Revelation 12:1) 
depicts God's covenantal relationship with Israel as the moon was part of the cycle of 
Israel's required worship (Numbers 29:5-6.)
 

5. The woman being with child refers to the Old Testament description of Israel (Isaiah 
26:17-18; 66:7-9; Jeremiah 4:31; Micah 4:10.)
 

 
6. The child mentioned in Revelation 12:5 is Jesus, and His origins connect to Judah, 
one of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 

7. The woman fleeing into the wilderness in Revelation 12:6 is a reference to the 1,260 
days of the Great Tribulation. At the midpoint of the tribulation, the Antichrist will take 
occupancy of the temple in Jerusalem by establishing an image of himself. Jesus 
prophetically alludes to this in Matthew 24:15. When the Antichrist takes these actions, 
he will essentially break the peace pact he initiated with Israel. Thus, the nation will 
need to flee for safety (woman running into the wilderness.)   
 

Expectations: As believers in Jesus Christ, we should maintain an appreciation for 
both the Old and New Testament because the Scriptures reveal God's promised plan of 
redemption. Therefore, let us be willing to stretch our Biblical understandings of the Old 
Testament prophecies concerning Israel and Jesus.  
 

Recommended Discussion:   

a) Why is it necessary to include Old Testament prophecy and teaching in our 
interpretation of Revelation? 

b) What does Revelation teach us about being faithful to God?


