
added









Opening Discussion Questions: 

1.  What is the Rapture?  

2. Does the knowledge of the Rapture inspire fear or faith? 

 

 

 
 

Unveiling Part 2 | Chart of Events In Revelation  
Session 2: Rapture of The Church 

Get Connected………………………………………………………….15 Minutes

Host Tip: Welcome new group members and provide a (very) 
brief review of last session. 

Memory Verse | Week 2: 

“Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour 
of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.”   
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 — Revelation 3:10, ESV

Start Lesson………………………………………………………….25 Minutes

Host Tip: Stream the lesson after the memory verse is read. 



Session 2: Rapture of The Church  

What is the Rapture? 
The Rapture of the church is when God will remove all believers from the world and the coming 
judgment by taking them up to heaven. Thus, the Rapture will be the official end of the Church 
age and seamlessly usher in the seven years of tribulation. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 
3:10.) 
 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we 
declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend 
from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always 
be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

-- First Thessalonians 4:13-18 / ESV
 

 
Positions and Views: 
Perhaps one of the most misunderstood and misapplied subjects in all the Bible is the teaching 
and timing of the Rapture. 
 

There are three classic views and one modified view that most interpreters claim:
 

Pre-tribulation which means the Rapture takes places prior to the seven years of tribulation 
(The tribulation will be covered in our next Small Group session)  
 

Mid-tribulation refers to the Rapture happening at or near the mid-point of the tribulation. 
 

Post-tribulation holds that Rapture occurs at the end of the tribulation. 
 

Pre-wrath is similar to mid-tribulation viewers in that they believe the Rapture happens right 
around the time that the major influx of divine wrath begins. 
 



Evidence for A Pre-tribulation position: 
"Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial 
that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth." -- Revelation 3:10, ESV 
 

+ The first piece of evidence: The Bible teaches that God will "Keep you from" the hour of 
testing, not "through the hour of testing." Like many other true churches comprised of believers, 
the Philadelphia church had successfully passed many tests and overcame trials, which showed 
the fruit of their faithfulness. Thus, Jesus holds up the church at Philadelphia as an example of 
faithfulness and His promise to spare all churches from the coming tribulation.  
 

+ The second piece of evidence:  In the first three chapters, the word "church" is mentioned 
nineteen times. However, in the remaining chapters, the word church is not mentioned one 
time!  
 

+ The third piece of evidence: "Those who dwell on the earth," is a specific reference to 
unbelievers. 
 

+ The fourth piece: "Hour of trial," speaks of a limited time frame, not a lifetime or a 
reference to the current church age.
 

Results:

1. Refuse to stay stuck in fear  
John 14:1 / NIV, "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me."

Romans 8:1 / ESV, "There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."

2. Remain faithful no matter how hard it gets  
Revelation 3:11 / ESV, "I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize 
your crown."
 

3. Resist being shaken by focusing on God's promises 
Revelation 3:12-13 / ESV, "The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my 
God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own 
new name. 13 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.'"   






 

Closing Discussion Questions:  

1.  How would you describe your view of the Rapture?  

2.  How should the teaching of the Rapture impact your faith?  

Closing Discussion & Prayer…………………………………………….20 Minutes

Host Tip: Take time to field prayer requests.  You can designate someone to pray 
prior to the gathering or coordinate group prayer.  


