
 

Get Connected………………………………………………………….15 Minutes

Host Tip: Welcome new group members and provide a brief overview 
of the last session.  Review last week’s memory verse as well.  Be sure 
to follow the notes provided.

Church of Sardis
Session 7: The Dead Church 

Opening Discussion Questions 

 
1)  How does a thriving church die? 

2)  What is the purpose of the church as explained the Scriptures? 

Memory Verse | Week 7: “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life..    — First John 5:13, ESV

Host Tip: After going over the memory verse, avoid bunny trails  and 
begin lesson.  — Stay on the curriculum.



 

Session 7:  Church of Sardis   

 

 
Profiling The Church At Sardis: 

Church of Sardis
Session 7: The Dead Church

Sardis

Layout of Sardis: 
+ Profile  
+ Author 
+ Autopsy 
+ Instructions 
+ Warning  
+ Health Attributes 
+ Promise

Scripture References: 
+ Revelation 3:1-6  
+ (Potential connection: 
Acts 19:10)

+ Important commercial city with a booming jewelry, dye, and textile industry that produced 
significant wealth.

+ Religious center of pagan worship.

+ Destroyed by an earthquake in A.D 17 but rebuilt with the contributions of Emperor Tiberius. 
+ Capital city to the fabulously wealthy Lydian kingdom

+ No commendation for Sardis / regarded as the dead church

Revelation  
3:1-6

Description of Jesus:
+ Angel is a reference to a pastor or messenger of the church.

+ Seven Spirits of God is a reference to the fullness of the Holy Spirit

+ Seven stars is a reference to the seven messages who took the 
individual letters with the rest of the book of Revelation to their 
respected churches

““And to the angel of the church in Sardis write:…” — Revelation 3:1a, ESV

‘The words of Him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.”— Revelation 3:1a, ESV



Autopsy (cause of death):

+ Hypocrisy

+ Christians in name only


Instructions:

+ Sardis needed to have an inward revival
+ Sardis needed to cultivate the little that was good in the church (prayer, 
serving)
+ Sardis needed to operate with excellence by following through and being 
faithful
+ Sardis needed to stop forsaking salvation and the grieving the Spirit
+ Sardis need to be on guard
+ Sardis needed to repent

Warning: 
“If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour 
I will come against you.” — Revelation 3:3b, ESV

**Sardis was in imminent danger and had to follow the spiritual path to life of 
repentance or they would be destroyed.

“I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”  
— Revelation 3:1b, ESV

“Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your 
works complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, then, what you received and heard. 
Keep it, and repent.”       — Revelation 3:2-3, ESV                



Healthy Attribute:
“Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy.”                 

         — Revelation 3:4, ESV

+ Lone bright spot in the midst of the dark decay of Sardis were a few faithful 
believers of notable Christlike character.

Promise:
+ Stand firm and receive eternal rewards from Christ.

“The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and 
before his angels. 6 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.”                — Revelation 3:5-6, ESV
 

Closing Questions:

1)  What can we learn from the Church of Sardis?


2)  How can I prevent my church from dying?


Host Tip: Begin the discussion immediately following 
the lesson. 


