
 

Get Connected………………………………………………………….15 Minutes

Host Tip: Welcome new group members and provide a brief 
overview of session 3.  Review last week’s memory verse as well. 

Smyrna Church 
Session 4: The Persecuted Church 

Opening Discussion Questions 

1)  Briefly share your understanding of persecution as it pertains to Christianity?  

2)   How does suffering strengthen our faith? 

Memory Verse | Week 4: “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”    
                    — Matthew 5:10, ESV

Host Tip: After going over the memory verse, begin 
lesson & avoid bunny trails — Stay on the curriculum.  



 

Session 4:  Church of Smyrna   




 
Profiling The Church At Smyrna: 

 

Persecution of Smyrna was prolific:
a. Smyrna had intense pressure, 9a 

b. Smyrna faced intense poverty, 9b 

c. Smyrna faced intense people problems 9c 

Church of Smyrna 
Session 4: Enduring Seasons Of Suffering 

Smyrna

Layout of Smyrna:

+ Profile 

+ Healthy Attributes 

+ Encouragement 


Scripture References: 

+ Revelation 2:8-11


+ Regarded as the most beautiful city the Greeks ever built

+ Church founded most likely during Paul’s 2nd missionary journey Acts 19

+ Developed into a major export trade of myrrh or smyrna

+ Heavy concentration of Roman Emperor worship 


Revelation  
2:8-11



 

Healthy Attributes of Smyrna: 

Jesus’ Encouragement to Smyrna: 

1.   Focus on the eternal victory of the resurrection  
“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, 
who died and came to life.” Revelation 2:8a 

2.  Focus on eternal rewards  
“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.” — Revelation 2:10b 

3.  Focus on eternal life  
“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 
conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’” — Revelation 2:11 

 

Revelation 2:8-11 / CSB ““Write to the angel of the church in Smyrna: Thus says the First and 
the Last, the one who was dead and came to life: 9 I know your  affliction and poverty, but you 
are rich. I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of 
Satan. 10 Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. Look, the devil is about to throw some 
of you into prison to test you, and you will experience affliction for ten days. Be faithful to the 
point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.11 “Let anyone who has ears to hear listen to 
what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will never be harmed by the 
second death.”

+ Faithful 

+ Fearless 

+ Fellowship 

Host Tip: Begin the discussion immediately following 
the lesson



Closing Discussion: 


What sticks out to you about the Church of Smyrna?   

What encouragement can we gain from Smyrna’s faithfulness?  


