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Opening Discussion Questions: 

1.  Who are the recipients of the book of Revelation and why?  

2.  Are there messages in Revelation that are applicable to the church today?  

3.  Can you recall an example in your life when your faithfulness to God was rewarded?


 

 
 

 

Revelation Small Group Study The Unveiling of Jesus 
Session 2: Jesus and The Seven Churches

Get Connected………………………………………………………….15 Minutes

Host Tip: Welcome new group members and provide a brief 
overview of session 1.  Review last week’s memory verse as well. 

Memory Verse | Week 2: 

“When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.”  Luke 21:28, NIV

Start Lesson………………………………………………………….25 Minutes

Host Tip: Stream the lesson after the memory verse is read.. 



Session 2:  Jesus and The Seven Churches  

As mentioned in our previous session, the number 7 is mentioned 54 times.   
Here is are 21 of those references: 


spirits 	 	 horns	 	 heads	 	 beatitudes 	     	    

candlesticks 	 eyes		 	 crowns	 	 years of judgment 

stars		 	 angels 	 	 plaques 	 	 I am statements of Christ 

lamps	 	 trumpets	 	 mountains 	 songs 

seals		 	 thunders 	 	 kings	 	 bowls         

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 *seven churches


 

 

+ Contrary to misconception, the book of Revelation was primarily written to the Seven Churches 
in Asia Minor.  Revelation 1:4-5;10-11 says, “John to the seven churches that are in AsiaGrace to 
you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 
are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 
the ruler of kings on earth.”  10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, 
to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea.” 

+ Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea were literal 
churches located in Asia Minor during the first century A.D. The churches are named in 
relation to their geographical territory. 



+ The seven letters to the seven churches mirror the style of the entire book of 
Revelation.  The letters also provide three lessons that applicable today as the 
messages are both timely and relevant: 

1.  Jesus’ message to the Seven churches are Prophetical 

2.  Jesus’ message to the seven churches are Personal  

3.  Jesus’ message to the seven churches are Practical  

Church Reference Key Word Rip Counsel Reward 

Ephesus Revelation 2:1 Love Allowed their 
love for God 
and others to 
diminish 

Return to your 
first love 

Tree of life.

Smyrna Revelation 2:8 Perseverance NONE! Fear not Crown of life

Pergamum Revelation 2:12 Loyal Tolerance for 
false teaching 

Remove false 
teachers 

Provision, new 
name.

Thyatira Revelation 2:18 Endurance Tolerance for 
false teaching 

Remove false 
teachers 

Rulership, 
Morning Star. 

Sardis Revelation 3:1 Decay Dead church Return to God 
w/ repentance 

Dressed in 
White

Philadephia Revelation 3:7 Faithful NONE! Keep on, press 
on!

Pillars, New 
Name

Laodicea Revelation 3:14 Lukewarm Grieved God Get right Rulership 



 

Closing Discussion Questions:  

1.  Which of the seven churches to your find most intriguing and why?  

2.  How does knowing that the primary target recipients of Revelation were churches 
change your approach to reading and studying this book?  

3.  Knowing what you know about the persecution some of these churches were facing, 
how should that motivate you with your commitment to church?  

Closing Discussion & Prayer…………………………………………….20 Minutes

Host Tip: Take time to field prayer requests.  You can designate someone to pray 
prior to the gathering or coordinate group prayer.  


