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Revelation Small Group Study The Unveiling of Jesus 
Part 1: The Seven Churches 

By Pastor Ray Parascando



Small-Group Guidelines for Crossroads Church Groups 

All groups that meet within reach of Crossroads Church are mandated to follow the guidelines 
outlined in this document. Such policies will help you avoid unspoken agendas and unmet 
expectations. We recommend you discuss your guidelines as needed. Our goal is to honor 
God by having a healthy group experience.


Mission Statement: To grow healthy, spiritual lives by building a healthy small group 
community based on Scriptural teaching.


Group Leadership: Each group is appointed a leader by Crossroads Church (some groups 
will have co-leaders.) These leaders are to facilitate the lesson, curriculum, discussion, and 
prayer focus of the group. The group leaders reserve the right to table discussions, questions, 
or ill-advised comments that are distracting to the focus of the lesson. Group leaders can 
correct and politely silence conflicting statements concerning the Scriptures. Those who 
attempt to usurp the leadership of the appointed group leader will be asked to leave. Those 
who are not members of the church will not be permitted to return to the group. Cohesion and 
focus around the Scriptures are primary in small group ministry.


Group Policy: There will be NO advancement of self lessons presented or argumentative 
exchanges permitted. Those who do not abide by this policy will no longer be allowed to 
attend the group. (NO open forum. These are closed meetings.)


Be Confidential: Keep anything that is shared strictly confidential and within the group.


Safe Environment: Create a safe place where people can be heard and feel loved (no 
quick answers, snap judgments, or simple fixes.)


Conflict Resolution: Avoid gossip and immediately resolve any concerns by following the 
principles of Matthew 18:15-17.


Spiritual Health: Give group members permission to speak into my life and help me live a 
healthy, balanced spiritual life that is pleasing to God.


Limit our Freedom: By not serving or consuming alcohol during small group meetings or 
events to avoid causing a weaker brother or sister to stumble


Welcome Newcomers: Invite friends who might benefit from this study and warmly 
welcome newcomers.


Building Relationships: Get to know the other members of the group and pray for them 
regularly.


Group Attendance: Give priority to the group meeting (call if I will be absent or late.)




SYLLABUS 

OUR PLAN: 
We will gather weekly during the assigned Small Group timeframes set forth by the 
SMG ministry coordinators to study the Book of Revelation.


OUR PURPOSE: 
Without question, the Book of Revelation serves as God’s final superintended written 
communication to man. Contrary to misconception, revelation provides more than just 
a sneak peek into the future events of spiritual matters. With great precision and 
perfection, God outlines His plan of redemption and the victorious reign of His Son 
Jesus Christ. Our purpose will be to unpack the context and codes contained in this 
great book.


OUR GROUP GOALS: 
1. To KNOW the Spirit’s outline of Revelation

2. To SEE why the Old Testament was essential in reading Revelation

3. To UNDERSTAND the interpretive approaches to Revelation

4. To RECOGNIZE the reasoning for the codes and symbols in Revelation

5. To APPLY the meaning to our everyday lives

6. To MOTIVATE each other in our commitment to Christ

7. To SHARE the Gospel more


OUR ASSIGNMENTS: 
1. Read the entire Book of Revelation ONCE

2. Journal questions and insights

3. Faithfully attend my group and adhere to the Crossroads' Group Guidelines

4. Use the lesson notes provided and review


OUR AGREEMENTS: 
We pledge our time and energy to be a faithful member of the Crossroads Small Group 
study of Revelation. We will adhere to the guidelines put forth by our Pastor and 
leaders. We will pray for each other and the groups’ impact.




Revelation Small Group Study The Unveiling of Jesus 
Part 1: The Seven Churches 
 
The most messianic, mysterious, and meaningful book in all the Bible is Revelation. 
However, for centuries, both believers and unbelievers have misunderstood this 
excellent writing from God. Thus, we will attempt to provide a clear understanding of 
Revelation's context, purpose, and application through a series of small group lessons 
known as "The Unveiling of Jesus." Part One will focus its attention on the book's 
introduction and the Seven Churches of Asia Minor to whom Jesus sent the letter of 
“Revelation” along with a personal message through the Apostle John.


Session 1: Introduction Of Revelation   
Session 2: Overview Of The Seven Churches 
Session 3: Ephesus / The Loving Church 
Session 4: Smyrna / The Persecuted Church  
Session 5: Pergamum / The Compromising Church
Session 6: Thyatira / The Tolerating Church
Session 7: Sardis / The Dead Church
Session 8: Philadelphia / The Faithful Church 
Session 9: Laodicea / The Lukewarm Church

 

OPENING Discussion Questions: 

1) How would you describe Revelation in one Word?


2) What do you hope to get out of this Small Group Study?


3) Why would you say it is important to study the book of Revelation?


Get Connected………………………………………………………………….15 Minutes Minutes

Host Tip: Welcome new group members and once give a brief 
introduction of the purpose of these groups. Highlight that it 
provides the opportunity to grow in our faith & connect with others.



 
 

Introducing Revelation: 

+ The author of Revelation is the Apostle ____________ and 4 other New Testament 
books totaling 50 chapters. Only the Apostle ____________ has contributing more with 
87 chapters in 13 epistles. 


+ Revelation was written approximately in the AD 90 during the reign of Emperor 
Domitian (81-96 AD), who had exiled John to the Isle of _____________ in the Aegean 
Sea, roughly 60 mi. SW of Ephesus, off the coast of Roman Asia, or modern day 
Turkey.


+ Out of the 404 verses in Revelation, ____________ allude or directly refer to the Old 
Testament. 


+ The main recipients of Revelation are the _____________________ located in Asia 
Minor and believers of every generation. 


+ The Gospels focus on the first Coming, Revelation focuses on the Second Coming. 


+ Primary focus of Revelation is to _____________ the sovereignty and glory of Jesus 
Christ.  (Apocalypse means to unveil) 


+ Based on Revelation, our role is to _________________ no complain the glorious 
truths of God to a lost world.


Host Tip:  After covering the Small Group information, Opening Questions & Memory verse—-Begin Video. 

Grow…………………………………………..……………………….30 Minutes

Memory Verse: “Teach me your ways, O LORD, that I may live according to your 
truth! Grant me purity of heart, so that I may honor you.” — (Psalms 86:11 NLT)



Interpretative Approaches: 

Undoubtedly, one of the most intimidating and confusing books in the Bible is 
Revelation. Numerous interpretive challenges arise as one begins to study this great 
book. Thus, four main approaches to interpreting Revelation has emerged:


The preterist approach interprets Revelation as a description of first-century events 
taking place around 70AD in the Roman Empire. However, this view conflicts with the 
book’s own often-repeated claim to be prophecy (Rev. 1:3; 22:7,10,18,19). It is 
impossible to see all the events in Revelation as already fulfilled. The Second Coming 
of Christ, for example, obviously did not take place in the first century.


The historicist approaches Revelation with a sweeping view of church history from 
apostolic times to the present. They hold a view that the Roman Catholic Church was 
part of the end times rebellion and saw the pope as the antichrist. However, this 
approach ignores the time limitations the book itself places on the unfolding events (cf. 
Rev. 11:2; 12:6,14; 13:5). Also, note that historicism has produced many different—and 
often conflicting—interpretations of the actual historical events contained in Revelation.


The idealist approach interprets Revelation as an ongoing battle of cosmic forces 
between good and evil. Within this view, historical allusions and predictive prophecy 
are absent. Sadly, this view ignores Revelation’s prophetic integrity and cuts off the 
book from any connection to actual historical events. With this approach, Revelation 
becomes reduced to a collection of horror stories designed to teach spiritual truth.


The futurist approach believes that the events of Revelation primarily Chapters 6–22 
have not occurred yet. Also, this view assumes that those chapters literally and 
symbolically depict actual people and events yet to appear on the world stage. It 
describes the events surrounding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ (Chaps. 6–19), 
the Millennium and final judgment (Chap. 20), and the eternal state (Chaps. 21,22). The 
futurist approach is the view that the Crossroads Church supports because it correctly 
approaches Revelation’s prophetic outline and the 278 Old Testament references.




Characteristics of Revelation: 

We find a clear context when studying Revelation: 
“The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that 
must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John.”  
— Revelation 1:1 / ESV 

We see that the recipients of Revelation were primarily Seven Churches: 
“John to the seven churches that are in Asia…’ — Revelation 1:4 / ESV 

We see numerous symbols that serve as codes: 
"I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance 
that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice 
like a trumpet 11 saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to 
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia 
and to Laodicea.” — Revelation 1:9-10 / ESV 

We read about unprecedented catastrophes: 
"I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book.” — Revelation 22:18 / 
ESV


We read about the glorious return and reign of Christ: 
“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for 
what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end.” — Revelation 22:12-13 / ESV


Outline Revelation: 

Chapter 1: Christ’s Glory


Chapter 2-3: Christ’s Message to Seven Churches


Chapters 4-22: Christ’s Future Plans


“Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take 
place after this…” — Revelation 1:19 / ESV 



 

CLOSING Discussion Questions: 

1) What is the most surprising lesson you learned from Session 1?


2) Why is it important to include the context of John’s imprisonment to the Isle of 
Patmos when studying Revelation?


3) What is the purpose of Revelation?


HOST TIP: After lesson, Host immediately begins the 
closing discussion questions and ends in prayer.

Closing Discussion & Prayer…………………………………………….20 Minutes


