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Finding the Christmas Spirit:  The Christmas Spirit was first revealed 

through the prophesies of the Old Testament.  
 

For You have broken the yoke of his burden                                                     
And the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his oppressor…                                                                         

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given…” ~ Isaiah 9: 4a; 6 NKJV 
 

1. God’s promise of rest rubs sins  _______________    

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was      
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with 
child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man 
and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away secretly. — Matthew 1: 18-19  

 
Context of the author: 
Matthew (Levi) a tax collected, despised by his own people  

Ninety Nine Old Testament References, more than the other Gospel writers   

Saw the hypocrisy in the Temple and turned away from the mess of religion    

 

 
2. God’s promise of rest rescues the   _______________    
“But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  
— Matthew 1: 20-21 

Gr. Trans: “Dikaios” 

Righteous; Virtuous 

God’s Commands 

God’s Will  

Gr. Trans. Paradegimatizo 

Expose to public disgrace 

Gr. Trans. Sozo 

Rescue from suffering & 

perishing; to preserve  

Gr. Trans. Hamartia 

Wander from God’s path 

Miss the mark  

My Next Steps: 
A. Read Matthew 1 
B. Memorize  Matthew 9:9  
C. Rest in God’s giving Spirit    

3. God’s promise of rest clears up _______________    

“So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, ”which is 
translated, “God with us.” — Matthew 1: 22-24 

More facts on these verses: 
Matthew uses the phrase “might be fulfilled” thirty eight times 
Quotation from Isaiah 7:14 & traceable back to Genesis 3:15 
Jesus’ virgin birth, atoning death, resurrection, ascension, and return are all integral 
aspects of His deity.   

 
  
 

 

 

 

4. God’s promise of rest always beckons  _______________   

“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him and took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till  
she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.”    
— Matthew 1: 24-25 
 
 
As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the 
tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.” 
— Matthew 9: 9  

Gr. Trans. Poieo  

To execute; carry out 
 


