2. God uses ___________________ to form our character
Misconception: Being joyful depends on freedom from hardship.
Truth: Joy remains because it depends on God and His promises.
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2, 3 ESV)
“...so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold
that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not
seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” (I Peter 1:7 – 9 ESV)
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“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound
in hope.” (Romans 15:13 ESV)
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22, 23 ESV)
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“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth,
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he
will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come.” (John 16:13 ESV)
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1. ___________________ in Christ brings joy
Misconception: Joy is based on possessions, power, and position
Truth: Joy comes by abiding in Christ’s love
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“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father's commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken
to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”
(John 15:10-11 ESV)
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“So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will
rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” (John 16:22 ESV)
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“And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:10 ESV)
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“Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in
full accord and of one mind.” (Philippians 2:2 ESV)
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